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No JuLy MEETING!

The July ASM meeting is cancelled. You can prob-
ably guess why. Stay tuned for updates on August...

EVERYTHING CANCELLED
JOE WALTERS

[ was going to list cancelled upcoming events, but I
realized that, basically, everything scheduled for the
near future (including ModelZona now) has been can-
celled. By now, you've heard about the State Fair and

July 2020 ),

THE FEz AT HOME
Tony HUMPHRIES

The Monastic Fez

And so here we are approaching July, still in lock-
down and without any end in sight. Marooned in our
own homes, like Robinson Crusoe in sweatpants.
Hopefully you've all long-since adjusted to this rather
strange new normal, though. We still don’t know what
plans UNM has for opening up its classrooms and
meeting spaces, but it seems safe to assume that the
current situation isn’t going to change anytime soon

Balloon Fiesta. IPMS Nationals is gone for
this year, as are open contest events
throughout the Region.

Churches and other meeting venues
everywhere are reluctant to re-open, leav-
ing many organizations with no meeting
location even if they want to get together!
We have no way of knowing when this
might change. Some local churches have
already announced they will not open for

anyway, and although we can’t actually
meet in person, at least as a club we’re sav-
ing money! Next year’s meeting space fees
should be pretty low since we are going to
be credited for the months that we have al-
ready paid for but were unable to use. Who
knows, maybe we’ll even save enough to
be able to host or plan another Chile-Con?
Assuming such contests are safe and al-
lowed to take place again...

any rental-space use for the rest of the year.

The only model-related event I know of that is still
expecting to happen at all is the annual StarFest sci-
fi convention in Denver, which usually runs in April
and always features a well-attended model competi-
tion. StarFest 2020 has been postponed, not can-
celled, with a new date to be announced. Keep up
with https://starfestdenver.com site for updates.

Though not really model-related, the big Star Trek
convention in Las Vegas is still on, but has been
rescheduled from August to new dates in December

(9 — 13) and in a new venue (Caesar’s). If interested,

monitor https://tinyurl.com/asm2007a for up-
dates.

Talking of contests, however, our latest club virtual
contest is now open to entrants and will remain so
until 11:59 pP.M. on July 4. So if you have a Korean
War subject ready or are trying to get one finished in
time to enter, please do. There’s not long left. Entries
of course in photographic form to the usual address
(ABQScaleModelers@outlook.com). The rules are
similar to last time and | won’t go over them again. |
have been wrestling with a few myself over the last
couple of weeks and have been buying a ton of related
items on eBay recently and from Kitlinx, Sprue Broth-
ers, and even Squadron (I like the service but don’t
like the prices, so I don’t buy from them often).
Whether any of them ever get finished or just end up



on the table at the next club swap meet remains to be
seen of course. She-Who-Must-Be-Obeyed has de-
creed that we are now in DIY season, so, in common
with many of you I suspect, much of my free time is
taken up with fixing, building, dismantling, and re-
building using all the pieces this time, plumbing, de-
cluttering, hitting my thumb repeatedly, yardwork,
removing splinters, and a hundred other things I'd
rather not be doing. But such is life. Like taxes and
Jimmy bloody Fallon, there seems no way to avoid it.

One item of good news that I can at least share with
you, if you haven'’t already heard, is that we have been
awarded Chapter of the Year for Region 10 this
year. We've won it a number of times before of course,
but not recently and it’s always an honor to receive it.
There is stiff competition particularly these days, from
a number of other clubs in the Region, and so it is a
tricky one to win. My thanks and that of the rest of
the E-Board go out to all of you who have taken part
in club events in the last year and made this possible.

you've all put in a lot in the past eighteen months or
so. Particular thanks go to Mike Blohm, who put our
club’s entry together and submitted it to the judges for
consideration. In fact, talking of Mike, we should also
congratulate him for winning the Region 10 Web-
master of the Year also. Mike has won this one a
few times before too but I am sure he is also appre-
ciative of the honor and has won in the face of some
tough opposition from the other webmasters in Re-
gion 10.

Well, I am going to keep it short again this month
and will continue on my single-handed quest to keep
the USPS and UPS in business, by ordering as many
model parts as their trucks can carry. [ hope that this
quarantine period has left you with at least some time
to build and continue the hobby, DIY lists not with-
standing... If not, may you find the time soon to do
so. Take it easy and stay safe out there folks.

Ji

As I have often said, it is all about you the member- fioms\"_
ship—without your participation, we can’t win any- ﬁg%
thing. It just goes to show that you get from these JLI
things what you are prepared to put into them, and
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ASM members are encouraged to submit articles, reviews and other items as appropriate. Contact editor Joe Walters for
details and specs. Submission deadline for each issue is now ten days prior to the next meeting (that’s a Tuesday).
Items I receive by Tuesday night will be in the newsletter, and items received after that will be in the following issue.
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BoNus PAGES!

WIiNnGNUT To MENGNUT

JOHN TATE

On April 17, 2020, the scale modeling world received shock news that Sir Peter Jackson'’s top-flight
Wingnut Wings model kit company was closing down, with its staff laid off and assets to be sold. The
Wingnut Wings website remained online but no new orders were being taken and, as the weeks dragged
on without additional news, it appeared the worst was confirmed—they were gone forever.

Predictably, eBay prices for Wingnut kits began to creep into the stratosphere as hobby outlets sold off
existing stock and the realization set in that those Wingnut kits hidden away in modelers’ kit stashes were
likely to be the last ever seen of these legendary kitsets. Today, it's not unusual for some of the more de-
sirable model kits to sell for $500 or more.

There was speculation that another model company would buy out the Wingnut Wings operation and
release its kit line at some future date but given the state of the world economy that was starting to look
unlikely, at least in the short term. Therefore, it was a surprise to see Hannants’ announcement on June
20 that Meng would release a %2 Fokker Triplane model from a Wingnut Wings future-release kit mold, as
Meng was to have done the plastic parts for the Kkit.




That raises some interesting questions—what about the other blockbuster future kit releases announced
by Wingnuts, such as the %: Handley Page O/100 and O/400 WWI bombers, and the two Avro Lancaster

kits? These would be major undertakings for any model company and even Meng might have difficulty
marketing them; in contrast, the popular Fokker Triplane is a small kit in %2 and much less of a risk. So
the future remains unknown not only for Wingnut Wings future releases, but their large existing kit range
as well. Stay tuned—this is the most interesting story in the hobby world right now and promises to get
even more interesting in the months and years ahead.
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When you landed on the
wrong aircraft carrier.

GATLING CAMEL
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TRANSACTION DENIED

YOU HAVE ENOUGH
SCALE MODELS.










Join IPMS/USA!

The International Plastic Modelers’ Society is an or-
ganization dedicated to the fun of Scale Modeling.
There are IPMS branches all over the world.

As part of your IPMS/USA membership, you will re-
ceive the IPMS Journal six times a year. In it you will
find stories of interest on subjects such as aircraft,
armor, automotive, ships, and figures. You will also
find listings of IPMS contests and swap meets, hints
and tips, and reviews. Membership also qualifies you
to participate in IPMS/USA-sanctioned Regional
Contests, as well as our world-famous National Con-
vention, held each summer.

As a member, you'll also be able to access our online
Members’ Forum, where a wide variety of society and
modeling topics are discussed. In addition, many
hobby shops around the country offer discounts to
IPMS/USA members. To join, simply use the form
below or join online (http://www.ipmsusa.org).

For any questions or problems regarding your mem-
bership application or renewal, please contact the
IPMS/USA Office Manager (manager@ipmsusa.org).

lr_ IPMS/USA MEMBERSHIP FORM |

IPMS No.: Name:

| Address: R First Last |
City: State: Zip:

| Phone: E-mail: |

Signature (required by P.0.)

| Type of Membership [_] Adult, 1 Year: $30  [_] Adult, 2 Years: $58  [_] Adult, 3 Years: $86 |
[] Junior (under 18Years) $17 ] Family, 1 Year: $35 (Adult + $5, One Set Journals) How Many Cards?
| [ ] Canada & Mexico: $35 [] other/ Foreign: $38 (Surface) Checks must be drawn on a US bank or international money order |

Payment Method: [ ] Check [] Money Order

| Chapter Affiliation, (if any): |

If Recommended by an IPMS Member, Please List His / Her Name and Member Number:

| Name: IPMS No.: |

| IPMIS/USA PO Box 1411 |

Join or Renew Online at: www.ipmsusa.org Riverview FL 33568-1411
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