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PRESIDENT’S SPIEL
JAMES GULD

Wow! It's May. That means warmer weather on a more con-
sistent basis and more outdoor activities. All I ask is that you
don't forget about building models. We've had a pretty good
turnout so far this year and I hope to see this trend continue. 

I will do a trip report next month about my upcoming
AMPS Nationals, April 26 – 28. Hopefully, tornadoes will not
be a part of it as it is being held in Auburn, Indiana. For us
treadheads it is a great show. It  will be held at the WWII Victory
Museum. It houses over 150 vehicles along with a great ven-
dor room and seminars from some of the top modelers from
around the world. This year both Mig Jimenez and Adam
Wilder will be giving seminars.

For more information about AMPS, see their web site
(http://www.amps-armor.org/ampssite/default.aspx).

I do have a new technique I wanted to share with you for

 

making Allied Air ID panels. In the past I was making them
out of lead foil. This worked okay most of the time but occa-
sionally when I was bending it to the contour of the tank, it

would crack the paint off—especially on the tiedown straps
that are attached to the panels. My new method involves using
a combination of artists’ white tape for the back of the panel
and regular tan masking tape from 3M for the front of the
panel. I also use this tan tape to make the straps. I lay down
a strip of the white tape, sticky side up, on my cutting surface
and then stick a strip of the tan tape on top. It is oversized

April meeting highlights, L – R: Members gathering before the
meeting; Jim Guld lectures on judging procedures; and the
business meeting in progress.
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slightly, so next I cut it to the proper scale size of 28" x 72"
or, for the larger panels, 28" x 144".

After cutting them down I then paint the tan side either
bright yellow or cerise. They also used a blue panel but that
was mainly for rear echelon troops. Once this is dry, I add on
the border strips and the tiedown strap,s which were an OD-
colored canvas cloth. You could even paint the tape strips first
OD, then add them or paint them afterwards. I usually only put
the tape strips on the colored side and just paint a thin OD line
on the other side, since you rarely see the other side once it’s
on the vehicle. The panels were made from an acetate mate-
rial with canvas borders and straps and were rolled up and
stored in an OD bag. The nice thing I like about the tan tape
is that it has a slight texture to it and once bent looks a lot
more like the real thing then the lead foil. In Steve Zaloga's
book, “Modeling US Armor of WWII,” he has pictures of the
real panels along with a chart of when they were used.

[Editor’s note: Jim supplied several photos of this
process; they are all present on the Bonus Pages! -JW]

CONTEST DIRECTOR UPDATE
VICTOR MAESTAS

April’s contest theme was “Large Scale.” There were
twenty-three entries and most of them were “in-theme.” In
the Juniors level, Aleya Montano earned several golds, a Best
of Show and a People’s Choice award for her impressive di-
nosaurs. In Basic, Matt Blohm also earned a sweep of Gold,
Best of Show, and People’s Choice for his Cylon Raider.
Frank Randall took Best of Show and People’s Choice for his

aptly-named Ki-84 Hayate (Frank) in the Intermediate level.
In Masters, Paul Kirchner won Best of Show with his well
done SS Oberscharführer figure. Brian Peck earned a Peo-
ple’s Choice award for his Heinkel He 110D-1 with an un-
usual paint job, very impressive. Next in line for Brian is a

Year 2012 Contest Quick Reference Chart
Titles in blue indicate contests for

“Modeler of the Year” Points
06 Jan SPECIAL CONTEST #1

SCI-FI/SCIENCE/REAL SPACE/FANTASY
Sponsored Contest: Lasers
(Patrick Dick)

03 Feb ASM Swap Meet—no contest.
02 Mar Open Contest—Any kit/subject/scale.

Sponsored Contest: SF Spaceship
(Don Smith)

06 Apr Large Scale—Aircraft 1/35 and up,
Armor 1/25 and up, Auto 1/18 and up,
Ships 1/44 and up
Sponsored Contest: Best Tamiya 1/32
P-51D Mustang (Hobby Proz)

04 May Super Clinic Night—no contest.
01 Jun British Steel—Any kit/subject/scale,

operated or built in England.
13 Jul 2012: 100-, 70-, 50-year anniver-

saries—Any subject from 1912, 1942,
1962 (100 year anniv of NM statehood)

03 Aug ASM Swap Meet—no contest.
07 Sep Radial Engines—Any

kit/subject/scale.
05 Oct Century Series—Any subject with 1xx

in name or designation
Sponsored Contest: From a Movie or
TV show per IMDB (Josh Pals)

02 Nov More Than a Handful—Any subject
with large weapons
Sponsored Contest: Stealth
(Mike Blohm)

07 Dec SPECIAL CONTEST #2
PEARL HARBOR
Sponsored Contest: Rolls Royce
(Patrick Dick)
Plus Model of the Year competition!

April’s Best-of-Show winners, left to right: Paul Kirchner’s
Oberscharführer, Frank Randall’s Ki-84 Frank, Matt Blohm’s
Cylon Raider, and Aleya Montaño’s Triceratops.



Zwilling conversion of the He-110 in 1⁄32 scale;
Bold move, Brian, bold move.  

The points standings for Modeler of the Year
are starting to shape up.  In Juniors and Basic,
there are a few members who are dominating.
In Intermediate, the standings are very close
with only 200 points separating the top six
members. For Masters, the lead has been shift-
ing back and forth between Paul and John. The
year is still young and there are a lot of contests
to go, so all the standings are up for grabs—
keep those entries coming in.

Reminder: All points contests are open to
all entries. The benefits of being “in theme”
are an additional ten points per entry and being
eligible for “Best of Show” awards. Otherwise,
there are potentially 175 points available for
each non-theme entry.

Upcoming contests include the much-antici-
pated Best 1⁄32 Tamiya P-51 Mustang Contest
sponsored by Hobby Proz for the May meeting.
In June, the theme contest will be British
Steel—let’s have some boundaries pushed for
this one. 

If there are any questions on the contest rules,
filling out forms or specific contest ROEs please
contact me.

ASM MODEL
HIGHLIGHT

VICTOR MAESTAS
The Model Spotlight this month is for the

Tamiya Lotus 78 Formula 1 race car in 1⁄12 scale
by Adrian Montano. Adrian picked this subject
for its curb appeal, its innovative design, and
success on the track with driver Mario Andretti.
The fact that his wife bought the kit for him for
$10.00 at a flea market also greatly influenced
his choice.

Adrian built the kit mostly out of the box with the only
changes being scratchbuilt wiring and plumbing details. The

kit was typical Tamiya, even if it’s an “old” kit from the ’80s,
with good fit and plenty of detail. The major gloss black sur-
faces of the car are black Bare Metal Foil applied to a

primered base coat. The hardest part of applying the finish is
ensuring that there is no lint caught under the foil. A final top
coat of Future sealed the decals and gave the finish its gloss.

STARFEST 2012
JOE WALTERS

Once again, my wife and I made the journey to Denver to
attend the annual StarFest, a large and still-growing science
fiction convention.

There were several guests of note, including John Noble (on
Fringe, he plays Walter Bishop, Walter Bishop, and Walter
Bishop; he also played the mad Lord Denethor in Lord of the
Rings), Jewel Staite (Kaylee from Firefly and many more),
David Prowse (the man in the Darth Vader suit in the original

FRED'S FOTO FILE
FRED FRANCESCHI

Consolidated P2Y-1 Patrol Planes
During the 1930s my father was in US Navy patrol plane squadron VP 10

on the West Coast and in the Territory of Hawaii. These are some of the
photos from my fa-
ther’s scrapbook.
These aircraft made
some historic long
range flights, including
the first formation
flight to the Canal
Zone and the first for-
mation flight to the
Hawaiian Islands.

These flights pushed
the American patrol
capability, and were of
great interest to the
Japanese navy. There
are several mimeograph
pages from squadron newsletters describing Japanese efforts to gather in-
formation about the flights. And this was many years before Pearl Harbor.

I suspect that there are
very few (original)
copies of these
mimeographs remain-
ing after almost 80
years.

For those of you
who are not “old guys”
like me, the mimeo-
graph machine was
what you used before
copy machines ex-
isted.

[Editor’s note: All
of Fred’s VP 10 photos may be found in the Bonus Pages! -JW]

Acapulco, Mexico

Arriving in Honolulu



films), Jonathan Frakes (Riker from Star
Trek: The Next Generation), and many
more.

The Saturday night Costume Compe-
tition had to be seen to be believed! I
took videos of most of the entries,
they’re online, and they’re worth taking
the time to check out. Turn the volume
down before running them!

Tom Grossman runs a continuous air-
brush demo and a Make & Take as well.
He’s always there—I don’t think he’s
ever seen any of the rest of the conven-
tion.

Vern Clark runs the Model Show, and the turnout is always
great, and the quality of the models is often amazing.

All the photos and videos I took—including all the models—
are available on the web (http://tinyurl.com/jwsf12). This
gallery was constructed using Apple’s MobileMe service,
which is shutting down in June, so go check them out right
away!

Master
Paul Kirchner . . . . . . . . . . 772
John Tate . . . . . . . . . . . . . 695
Brian Peck . . . . . . . . . . . . 285
Mike Blohm . . . . . . . . . . . 279
Ken Liotta. . . . . . . . . . . . . 268
Ray Ayles . . . . . . . . . . . . . 189
Dave Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . 112
Larry Glenn . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Glenn Bingham . . . . . . . . . . 29
Josh Pals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Intermediate
Robert Meeker . . . . . . . . . 525
Frank Randall . . . . . . . . . . 487
Don Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . 456
Adrian Montaño . . . . . . . . 420
Tony Humphries . . . . . . . . 410
Pete Beck . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325
Kyle Garber . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Rick Carver. . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Steve Brodeur . . . . . . . . . . 125
Ken Piniak . . . . . . . . . . . . 102

Basic
Matt Blohm. . . . . . . . . . . . 662
Chuck Girvin. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Junior
Aleya Montaño . . . . . . . . . 595
Phillip Trujillo . . . . . . . . . . 325
Matthew Ortiz . . . . . . . . . . 125

MODELER OF THE YEAR
POINTS STANDINGS

President:                     James Guld             982-3089        jamesguld@pngltd.com
Vice President:             Mike Blohm            823-9404        BlohmM@aol.com
Secretary/Treasurer:     Frank Randall          299-3760        fcr40@aol.com
Contest Director:          Victor Maestas         771-0980        vmaestas@aol.com
Members Pro-Tem:       Patrick Dick             890-4368        mcclanahandick@worldnet.att.com
                                  Larry Glenn             822-1488        l.glenn2@comcast.net
                                  Brian Peck                                      oryen@msn.com
Webmaster:                  Mike Blohm            823-9404        BlohmM@aol.com
Newsletter Editor:         Joe Walters             821-3751        jwalters22@comcast.net

ASM members are encouraged to submit articles, reviews and other items as appropriate. Contact editor Joe Walters for
details and specs. Submission deadline for each issue is the 20th of the preceding month.

Fitting the theme of the con (Zombie Apocalypse), this Star Trek
diorama shows some Red Shirts getting into the spirit.

Below: one of two excellent Botany Bay models

Tom Grossman at the airbrush demo

This very functional
Iron Man costume
won Best of Show.
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BONUS PAGES!
JAMES GULD

Here is the entire set of photos James supplied to
demonstrate his ID Panels technique.







BONUS PAGES!
FRED'S FOTO FILE

FRED FRANCESCHI
Consolidated P2Y-1 Patrol Planes

Here’s the full set of Fred’s photos of this subject. Fred sup-
plied captions for some of them!

Above: Acapulco, Mexico.



Above: Acapulco, Mexico.
Below: Squadron Photo



Above: Arriving in Honolulu
Below: Leaving San Diego



Above: Detail from the above photo, Leaving San Diego
Below: VP 10 in formation (the bottom picture is a close-up of the lead plane)



Mimeographed VP 10 newsletter.
On these and following pages, note multiple references to Japanese interest in American Naval power—as early as the 1930s!



This page and following pages: Seaplane tender USS Wright mimeograph newsletter







BONUS PAGES!
STARFEST 2012

JOE WALTERS
StarFest includes several sci-fi events, including a stunning

costume competition that gets better every year, major
celebrity guests, a balcony decoration contest in the hotel’s
Atrium, Panels, Videos, Art Show, and much much more.

And there’s the Model Show, of course!
I took many more photos and pictures than can be placed

here, and urge you to check out the online gallery linked in
the main article if you’re interested!

A few samples from the Costume Competition

Above left: A costume from HALO.

Above: A huge Skeksi leader from Dark Crystal. Notice his height relative
to the MC, Kevin Atkins, in the background. This was a TALL costume!

Below left: A Bantha from Star Wars came walking out onto the stage to
thunderous applause. This one had to be seen to be believed!

Below: This very operational Iron Man suit won this fellow Best of Show
and something even greater: While on stage, he called out his
girlfriend, who was waiting to go on stage next, and proposed to her
right then and there. The audience went wild! (She accepted.)



Guest Appearances

Above: J.G. Hertzler (left) and Robert O’Reilly in costume and
in character as General Martok and Chancellor Gowron
from Star Trek: The Next Generation and Deep Space
Nine. These two had a lot of fun, telling stories, answering
questions, and singing Klingon songs.

Left: The irrepressible Jonathan Frakes (Commander Riker from
Star Trek: The Next Generation). He’s quite energetic,
rarely holds still, and tends to wander off the stage and
roam around the audience, while talking—you never know
what he’s going to do next!

Below: David Prowse was the man in the Darth Vader costume
in the original Star Wars films. A former bodybuilder, he
had some great stories to tell about how he got the part
and how he solved the problem of how to toss the Emperor
over the railing in Return of the Jedi…



Above: Dee Wallace spoke of her experiences filming
E.T., Cujo, and many more. Did you know there were
five different dogs that played Cujo? The one that
was used for all the close-up snarling and growling
had to be filmed from careful camera angles, so you
couldn’t see his wagging tail.

Left: Jewel Staite (Firefly, Stargate: Atlantis, The LA
Complex, and more) was easy on the eyes and quite
pleasant and entertaining as a speaker.

Below: John Noble played the mad Lord Denethor,
Steward of Gondor, in Lord of the Rings and now
plays multiple incarnations of Walter Bishop on
Fringe. An Australian actor, he is a very energetic
and dynamic speaker, and was a major hit of the
show. He seemed genuinely surprised at the standing
ovation he received at the end of his appearance.



Okay, okay, I know—this is a model club! You want to see the models! Fine. Here are a few.

The theme of the conference was the Zombie Apocalypse (as it is for many cons this year, including Albuquerque’s own Bubonicon—
something to do with the Mayan calendar, I understand). At the top, an in-theme Star Trek entry features the always-doomed Red Shirts
already zombiefied. The one on the far left is carrying a severed head; we thought it might have been Kirk’s, but weren’t sure.

Here’s Godzilla, fighting King Ghidora.
Nice figure work!

Starship Destiny, the only build I’ve ever seen
from Stargate: Universe. If you didn’t see that
series, well, you’re not alone!



Left and below: Kits of Sasquatch and the
Enterprise-C from Star Trek were assembled at
the Make & Take event (which was very busy
throughout the weekend!), and many
participants entered their work into the
contest. Some of the Enterprises here show
evidence of also having been involved in Tom
Grossman’s airbrush demo as well!

A stunning and superbly-detailed model of
the Time Machine from the 1950s George
Pal movie of the same name drew lots of
attention, and won this special award from
the IPMS CoMMiES chapter. The text
around the emblem reads “Best Example of
Something We Like.” As you can see from
the certificates at the bottom of the picture,
it won more awards as well.



A few non-sci-fi entries were present (I have
no idea why!), mostly marked “Display

Only,” and this B-49 was a standout. On
addition to a few airplanes, there were a

few of them tank things too.

Two excellent builds of variations of the
Botany Bay from early Star Trek.



This superbly-detailed Gemini capsule got
my attention early on. I learned too late
that I should have looked into the equally-
detailed aft section, which included many
of the internal details of the Gemini
configuration. Guess I was too busy
moving from model to model to make sure
I photographed them all!

“Hello my baby, hello my honey…” Anyone who has seen
Spaceballs will remember this fellow bursting from John Hurt’s
chest (“Not… again…!” “Check, please!”). Everyone liked
this one.

Here are some of the prizes awarded to winners at the show. Kits, gift
certificates, aftermarket goodies, and more!
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