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so there is a lot to choose from. Time is running out, so
you’d better be building right now. As Yoda once said:

“Build or do not build—there is no try to build.” 
One other item that I’d like to plug is ASM building

models for the Nuclear Weapons Heritage Model Dis-
play at the Defense Nuclear
Weapons School Museum on
Kirtland Air Force Base. We
had a great number of builds
and loaners in 2015, but we
fell off in 2016. The display is
both nuclear-related models
(e.g., missiles, aircraft that car-

ried nuclear weapons and nuke subs) and anything that

THE EAGLE’S VIEW
MIKE BLOHM

I want to thank the ASM members that have stepped
up and purchased trophy packages for Chile Con 4. We
are about halfway there, with
43 sold of 83 total, as of April
24. If you haven’t purchased
one yet, please consider doing
so. Please contact Patrick
Dick. 

The May 5 contest is “Star
Wars - 40th Anniversary,” so
we hope to see a nice preview of models that will be
showing up at Chile Con 4. There have been a ton of
new kits out to celebrate the anniversary of the movie,

April Meeting highlights, left to right: Members checking out the
models before the meeting; Brian Peck’s presentation on his recent
visit to the Thunderbirds visitor center and the “Petting Zoo;” and
the business meeting in progress.
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was part of the Cold War (tanks, APCs, etc.).
Please see Erik McIntyre if you are interested
in building for the display. Some pictures of
the models are in the Newsletter’s Bonus
Pages section, including one of ASM mem-
bers in front of the Defense Nuclear Weap -
ons School during the June 20, 2015, tour
of the museum. More are available via a link
on the ASM Model Displays web page.

To wrap up, here is another short ace story
on Capt. George S. “Wheaties” Welch, US
Army Air Corps. You may recognize his
name as one of the few American pilots who
got airborne during the Pearl Harbor attack,
scoring four victories during two sorties flying
a P-40B Warhawk. But most people don’t
know the rest of his story. He was recom-

mended for a Medal of Honor for that action,
but it was downgraded to a Distinguished
Service Cross because he took off without
permission. Welch ended up scoring 16 total
victories between December 1941 and Sep-
tember 1943. He scored a “triple” a year
later on 7 Dec 1942, making “ace” in the P-39 Airaco-
bra, hence the P-39 profile and model pictures with this
article. Welch scored nine of his victories in the P-38
Lightning. After the war he was a test pilot and flew the
first flights of the P-82B and P-82E Twin Mustang and
the F-86 Sabre. He was killed during a test flight of the
F-100 Super Sabre in October 1954. Welch is the 33rd-
ranking American ace (tie), and the 27th-ranking USAF
ace (tie).

Link to CC4 Trophy Packages webpage:
http://tinyurl.com/asm1705a

Link to ASM Nuclear Weapons Heritage Model Dis-
play web page:

http://tinyurl.com/asm1705b

VP REPORT
JERRY LITTLE

T-60 and counting!
“Houston, we are go at throttle up” … those are the

words the crew radios down to CAPCOM with the

FRED’S FOTO FILE
FRED FRANCESCHI

Confederate Air Force, Japanese Aircraft
These are more photos taken by my younger brother Jim at Har-

lingen, Texas; probably in the early 1980s. Jim died of Alzheimer’s
this April, so I won’t be able to ask him about the pictures.

These photos are of “Japanese” aircraft at Harlingen. “Japan-
ese” is in quotes because most of the aircraft were converted from
T-6 Texans, and were used in the filming of the movie Tora, Tora,
Tora. Notice the straight wing roots out to the landing gear on
some of the photos, a T-6 characteristic.

It must have been an interesting job getting the T-6s modified to
look like the Japanese airplanes, and getting FAA approval to fly
them.

[Editor’s note: The full text of Fred’s article, and many more
photos of this CAF display (larger and in higher resolution) can
be found in the Bonus Pages. -JW]



Space Shuttle engines reach 104% and the velocity
starts to increase after maximum dynamic pressure.
What that represents is the point at which the spaceship
is no longer reacting to the combination of speed and
pressure put on it by the density of the atmosphere…
The shuttles engines are throttled down to 64% to keep
the pressure down on all the components of the space-
ship. In rocket science, they call that Max Q. 

Well, ASM has reached Max Q in prep for Chile Con
4. We are now at “throttle up,” which means we’re past
all the rough stuff and into smooth air. With only 60 days
to go, it’s time to start putting the finishing touches on
the plan. 

Probably the most difficult part of any contest is judg-
ing. Having spent the last few years as the contest di-
rector for the club, I can tell you the desire is to be
accurate, but also important is consistency. Consistency
is important because we are only judging the models on
the table. At Chile Con 4, we expect a large turnout.
That means we’ll have to get through a lot of model in
a limited amount of time. Efficiency counts! That is why
IPMS national standards focus on the basics. In order to
get through a lot of models, you have to have a meas-
ured approach to judging. You start by eliminating the
models with major errors of basic construction. Then
continue to narrow the field until a clear winner is de-
cided. 

The problem we will likely see at Chile Con is the
enormous number of talented modelers and they will not
have a lot of “basic” problems so we’ll need a lot of ex-
perienced judges to start digging a little deeper! If you’ve
had experience judging at the national or regional level,
please get with Ken Liotta and let him know you will be
available to help judge.

With less than 60 days to go, it’s time to jump in and
be ready to go! Let Ken know if you are interested in
judging. It’s one of the best parts of supporting a model
contest! Remember, when the Shuttle was “go” for
throttle up, they were traveling at 1,600 miles an hour
and the engines stayed at max power the rest of the way
to space! Don’t wait to be a part of Chile Con... we are
T-60 days and counting!

The date is now set for ModelZona 2017! The contest
is 4 November and will be held at the at the Commem-
orative Air Force Museum at Falcon Field, Mesa, Ari-
zona, on Saturday, November 4, 2016, 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. ModelZona is hosted by the Craig Hewitt
Chapter of IPMS/USA.

For something a little out of our area (Region 8), the
IPMS Las Vegas chapter will host the “Best of the West
– 22,” VegasCon 2017 on May 6, 2017. It is located at
the East Side Cannery Resort & Casino, 5255 Boulder
Highway, Las Vegas, NV. Hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. (http://www.ipmslv.org/best-of-the-west.html).

CONTEST DIRECTOR
VICTOR MAESTAS

April’s contest theme was World War I, since 2017
is the 100th anniversary of US involvement in that con-
flict. There was a good selection of entries, both regular
and in-theme. In Basic, Logan Carbin’s Fokker Dr.I
took both Best of Show and People’s Choice with a
nicely-built entry with a hypothetical paint scheme. In
Intermediate, David Epstein’s Model T Ambulance
took Best of Show with a very clean out-of-the-box
build, and Robert Henderson’s Pfalz E.IIIa took Peo-
ple’s Choice with a colorful camouflage scheme. In
Masters, John Tate took Best of Show with his well-
executed British Tommy bust and Larry Glenn’s Me

Year 2017 Contest Quick Reference Chart
Titles in blue indicate contests for points

06 Jan SPECIAL CONTEST #1:
Sci-Fi/Science/Real SPace/FantaSy
Sponsored Contest: “Frickin’ Laser
Beams” (Patrick Dick)

03 Feb ASM Swap Meet—no contest.
03 Mar Open Contest—Any kit/subject/scale.
07 Apr 100 Years of US Involvement in

The Great War—Any kit/subject/scale
involved in WWI.

05 May Star Wars, 40th Anniversary—Any
kit/subject/scale from any of the Star
Wars universe.

02 Jun SPECIAL CONTEST #2: Kill MaRKingS
Sponsored Contest: “General Motors”
(Patrick Dick)

07 Jul 1967—Any kit/subject/scale that
represents the year 1967.

04 Aug ASM Swap Meet—no contest.
01 Sep First or Last—Any kit/subject/scale

that represents the first or last of
anything.
Sponsored Contest: “Knife Fight /
Night Light” (ASM E-Board)

06 Oct Red Star—Any kit/subject/scale that
represents Communist-influenced
nations
Sponsored Contest: “Orange” 
(Gil De La Plain)

10 Nov Open Contest—Any kit/subject/scale.
Sponsored Contest: “Heavies”
(Brian Peck)

01 Dec SPECIAL CONTEST #3: SuPeRSonic
Model of the Year competition!

Note: The most complete and up-to-date
details on the contests, as well as detailed
rules, as always, are on the aSM Website:

http://tinyurl.com/asmsched



410B-1 took People’s Choice with a sharp OOB build
with the additional challenge of German mottling on
the fuselage. 

Model Contest Judging: This month’s CD tidbit is on
the subject of judging. In our club contests, the upcom-
ing Region X contest and even National Convention
contests, the overwhelming deciding factor on the plac-
ing of a model in a contest is basic workmanship. The
things that judges look for include alignment (wheels,
wings, tank treads, antennas, props, etc.), construction
flaws (unfilled seams, glue globs, floating wheels not
touching tank treads, fogging on transparencies, disap-
pearing pane lines, etc.), and finish issues (fingerprints,
decal silvering, overspray, and paint runs, as well as con-
sistency and symmetry). 

Only when all of the above have been considered, will
the judges look for minor things such as detailing, weath-
ering, accuracy, etc. 

The final tie-breaker for equal placing entries is con-
sidering which entry looks most like the subject it is rep-
resenting overall. This rarely happens even at the
Nationals level. This approach puts the emphasis on tan-
gible issues, and less on the opinion/preference of the
individual judges. 

This is also described in greater detail in the ASM Con-
test Guidelines posted on the Club website. Please get
with me (or any of the ASM judges) if you have any ques-
tions on what judges look for in model contests.

ASM members are encouraged to submit articles, reviews and other items as appropriate. Contact editor Joe Walters for
details and specs. Submission deadline for each issue is the 20th of the preceding month.

President:                    Mike Blohm            823-9404        BlohmM@aol.com
Vice President:             Jerry Little              280-9038        bravo52@aol.com
Secretary/Treasurer:    Frank Randall          681-5158        fcr40.fr@gmail.com
Contest Director:         Victor Maestas        771-0980        vmaestas@aol.com
Members Pro-Tem:       Jack Garriss            908-1231        jgar319113@aol.com
                                  Bob Henderson       227-3269        nmroberto@hotmail.com
                                  Josh Pals                344-4761        jpals871@gmail.com
Webmaster:                 Mike Blohm            823-9404        BlohmM@aol.com
Newsletter Editor:         Joe Walters             821-3751        jwalters22@comcast.net

Master
John Tate. . . . . . . . . . . . . 860
Chris Kurtze. . . . . . . . . . . 562
Ken Liotta. . . . . . . . . . . . . 287
Larry Glenn. . . . . . . . . . . 254
Frank Randall. . . . . . . . . . 145
Bret Kinman. . . . . . . . . . . 129
Glen Bingham. . . . . . . . . . 125
James Strickland. . . . . . . . 104
Steve Brodeur. . . . . . . . . . . 29
Jerry Little. . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Victor Maestas. . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Intermediate
David Epstein. . . . . . . . . . 893
Robert Henderson. . . . . . . 420
Len Faulconer. . . . . . . . . . 385
Robert Meeker, Jr.. . . . . . . 285
Chuck Hermann. . . . . . . . 283
Michael O’Brien. . . . . . . . 225
Mark Yoder. . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Ken Piniak. . . . . . . . . . . . 114
Don Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Partap Davis. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Chris Kurtze, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . 2

Basic
Logan Carbin. . . . . . . . . . 685
Aaron Schmiedicke. . . . . . 325
Jeannie Garriss. . . . . . . . . 225
Anthony Weaver. . . . . . . . 125
Rolf Nitsche. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Charles Petrilli. . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Junior
Josh Kinman. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

IN THE BONUS PAGES!
JOE WALTERS

In this month’s Bonus Pages:
• April’s Contest Winners
• The full text and photos of Fred’s Foto File
• A report on a visit to the Cavanaugh Flight Museum

by Mike Blohm
• The photos referenced in Mike’s article above
• A 25-year-old ASM newsletter recently unearthed by

John Tate
• A brochure from 1943 with info about the AAF

Bombardier School at Kirtland Field, also unearthed
by John Tate

• And more!

MODELER OF THE YEAR
POINTS STANDINGS

As of 19 Apr 17

JUNE 16 – 17, 2017
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BONUS PAGES!
APRIL CONTEST WINNERS

Best of Show winners from April’s World War I contest, L – R: John Tate’s British Tommy 1917
 (Master); Logan Carbin’s Fokker Dr.I (Basic); and David Epstein’s Model T Ambulance (Intermediate).
There were no Junior entries.



BONUS PAGES!
FRED’S FOTO FILE

FRED FRANCESCHI
Confederate Air Force, Japanese Aircraft

These are more photos taken by my younger brother Jim at Harlingen, Texas; probably in the early 1980s. Jim
died of Alzheimer’s this April, so I won’t be able to ask him about the pictures.

These photos are of “Japanese” aircraft at Harlingen. “Japanese” is in quotes because most of the aircraft were
converted from T-6 Texans, and were used in the filming of the movie Tora, Tora, Tora. Notice the straight wing
roots out to the landing gear on some of the photos, a T-6 characteristic.

It must have been an interesting job getting the T-6s modified to look like the Japanese airplanes, and getting FAA
approval to fly them.

A T-6 “A6M2.”



Above: Another T-6, modified as a Japanese aircraft
Below and next page: Aichi D3A1s?



Below: More “Japanese” aircraft





BONUS PAGES!
TRIP REPORT • CAVANAUGH FLIGHT MUSEUM

MIKE BLOHM
This trip report covers a visit to the Cavanaugh Flight Museum in June 2016 during attendance of

Squadron’s EagleQuest 25. This museum is located in Addison, Texas, just northwest of Dallas. Brian
Peck, Matt Blohm, and I took a couple of hours to make a quick tour through the museum, which has 54
aircraft and some vehicles on display in five hangars and on their flight line. Aircraft of note include Fokker
D.7 and Dr.1, Sopwith Camel, FG1-D, FM-2, TBM, Yak-3, P-51D, P-40N, Spitfire Mk VIII, HA-112
(Bf 109), B-25H, B-25J, A-1H, F9F, F-86, MiG-15, MiG-21, F-104A, F-105G, and F-4C. Pictures of
some of them are posted below. Warbird rides are available in nine different aircraft (four trainers, three
attack/observer/bombers, and two fighters) and one helicopter. 

Per their website, the museum is devoted to promoting aviation studies and to perpetuating America’s
aviation heritage; the museum fulfils its mission by restoring, operating, maintaining and displaying histor-
ically-significant vintage aircraft, and by collecting materials related to the history of aviation. 

The museum has a lot of great stuff packed into a small space. Definitely worth a visit. Plan on two to
three hours to get through everything. 

They are open Monday – Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p,m. Ad-
mission is Adults, $10.00; Seniors & Military, $8.00; and Children (4 – 12): $5.00. 

Their website is at: https://www.cavflight.org



















































BONUS PAGES!
PHOTOS

MIKE BLOHM
Here are presented the photos referenced in Mike Blohm’s “The Eagle’s View” article.









BONUS PAGES!
ASM NEWSLETTER FROM 1992

JOHN TATE
While looking through material I picked up this weekend from Don Alberts’ estate sale, I found a real

jewel- the oldest ASM newsletter I’ve ever seen, from February/March 1992, Vol. 1, No. 2 of “Plastic
Modelers Syndrome,” scanned pages attached.

Reading through it, looks like club President was Keith Liotta, Contest Director was Mike Benolkin, Sec-
retary was Jack Garriss, and Newsletter editor was Damon Blair. Didn’t see any mention of VP and in
those days, and there were no Members-at-Large/Pro-Tem spots. Interestingly, there were only two Master
modelers, Don Alberts and Larry Horyna, as they were the only members who met the Regional/National
trophy requirement at the time. Per the club secretary, there were 49 members.















BONUS PAGES!
JOHN TATE

There was an estate sale at Don Alberts' place recently, and I found this old (1943) brochure for the
AAF Bombardier School at Kirtland Field—there have been a lot of changes over the past 74 years…







BONUS PAGES!
ADDITIONAL INFO ON WWI PHOTOS

IAN LATHAM & JOHN TATE
[Editor’s note: shortly after last month’s issue was released and distributed widely through the efforts of

Fred Horky, who maintains a large newsletter exchange service, I received this note concerning John
Tate’s WWI photos from a fellow Texan. -JW]

Hello, I'm Ian Latham of the Austin
Scale Modelers Society and I was brows-
ing through your newsletter and im-
mensely enjoying the WWI photos. I
notice one of the pictures on p.23 listing
it as an unidentified Breguet. After a bit
of poking around, as I often do on one
of my favorite subjects, I found that it is
actually a Voisin XII B.N.2 Night bomber.
Not something you come across very
often. I'm sure others have spoken up as
well but I thought I’d toss in my two
cents. Keep up the good work. Cheers,
Ian Latham

[I copied this to John, who responded:]

Ian nailed it—he made the correct ID (see attached images).  I sent him a thank-you email, and it would
be great if we could credit him with the discovery in the upcoming newsletter.



BONUS PAGES!
STAR WARS PROPS & COSTUMES

DON SMITH
[Editor’s note: ASM member Don Smith at-

tended a Star Wars Costume Exhibit at the Den-
ver Art Museum this past March and supplied
these photos of several costumes and props from
the movies. Anyone building a Star Wars subject
involving figures might find this to be useful ref-
erence material! -JW]



Darth Maul’s Lightsaber



Two views of Qui-Gon
Jinn’s Lightsaber.



Costumes used by Queen Amidala in various guises.







Some of Princess Leia’s wardrobe.



Tusken raiders.





Top, a maquette of some unspecified creature; it has the look of possibly an early concept for Jar-Jar.
Below, a combat tableau featuring Obi-Wan Kenobi, Darth Maul, and Qui-Gon Jinn,



BONUS PAGES! MISCELLANEOUS



Actual color photo of the Supermarine factory floor during WWII



SATURDAY NOVEMBER 4TH 

ARIZONA WING COMMEMORATIVE AIR 

FORCE MUSEUM 

2017 NORTH GREENFIELD ROAD 

MESA, ARIZONA 85215

VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED.  MORE DETAILS TO COME 

REGARDING THE PLANNING MEETINGS. 



Albuquerque Scale Modelers Presents

IPMS REGION 10

FORTIETH
ANNIVERSARY

First World War
One hundredth anniversary

MAY THE FOURTH
BE WITH YOU
Marriott Pyramid North

ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO
www.abqscalemodelers.com
http://tinyurl.com/ChileCon4
June 16 – 17, 2017

CHILE

CON

“Star Wars” signage, logos, imagery, and all that, are registered trademarks of Lucasfilm, which is now owned by Disney,
and we really don’t want to run afoul of those lawyers, so we promise we’re not attempting to infringe on anything but
instead are merely celebrating and honoring and so on and not putting forth anything as though it were in any way official.



Join IPMS/USA!
The International Plastic Modelers’ Society is an or-

ganization dedicated to the fun of Scale Modeling.
Started by Jim Sage of Dallas, Texas, in 1964, there
are now IPMS branches all over the world.

As part of your IPMS/USA membership, you will re-
ceive the IPMS Journal six times a year. In it you will
find stories of interest on subjects such as aircraft,
armor, automotive, ships, and figures. You will also find
listings of IPMS contests and swap meets, hints and
tips, and reviews. Membership also qualifies you to par-
ticipate in IPMS/USA-sanctioned Regional Contests,
as well as our world-famous National Convention, held
each summer.

As a member, you’ll also be able to access our online
Members’ Forum, where a wide variety of society and
modeling topics are discussed. In addition, many hobby
shops around the country offer discounts to IPMS/USA
members. To join IPMS/USA, simply use the form
below or join online (http://www.ipmsusa.org).

For any questions or problems regarding your mem-
bership application or renewal, please contact the
IPMS/USA Office Manager (manager@ipmsusa.org).
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